f 
2 


624 HAWTHORN ROAD EAST BRIGHTON 
?.0. BOX 100 NORTH BRIGHTON ~_ 
peng (63) 596- 6342 


& Titles Shown availa! 
stocks last 


. 
BOLD? OT RR A CRISTAE: 


CBR) TA TALS IRN: TBR. 


ideai for use on NETWORK E35 


brass kits, whiie- General purpose, iow viscosity grade. 
metal kits, wooden Bonds .most ‘modelling maierials. 
ie Wicks in 
craftsman kiis anc ncttty to joints in wood. Sets 
plastic kits | 
NETWORK E 2000 

Highest viscosity, widest gap filling 
grade. Fills gaps to 0.25mm (0.010). 
Slower setting gis gnger position- 
ing time. 


Save building time, . 
get stronger glued 
joints with 


ya oacrylate 
Aah nest ives 


. and the price is right! 


SEE ‘ OUR HOBBY SHOP 


Trade enquiries: Beanng servi ce ey Ltd. Offices | in pan Sees. 
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NOTICE 


This publication accepts no respons- 
ibility for the accuracy or reliability 
of articles or advertising published 
herein, statements made or opinions ex- 
pressed in papers or discussions, nor 
do we necessarily subscribe to the views 
expressed or implied by contributors. 

Neither is any gquarantee implied 
or expressed as to the good conduct or 
practice of advertisers herein. This 
publication reserves, at all times, the 
right to refuse acceptance of any matter 
considered unsuitable for publication. 
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ON THE COVER 


Peter Betts MR 'Kirtley' 800 Class 2 
2-4-0 No 62. 

"Runner up' for Ken Edwards Cup 
in 1982 Federal Modelling Competition. 
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AN APOLOGY! 


The cover photo on Journal 153 was 
of Tony Walsham's Loco Shed. 
We regret omitting the credit! 
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Photos by Jack Parker 
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Editorial 
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GUEST EDITORIAL 


‘EVOLUTION OF THE.A.M.R.A, 


Back in the late 30s, when the Vic- 
torian Model Railway. Society used. to 
meet at the Model Dockyard, I met Tim 
Dunlop, who had a large O gauge layout, 
with Lionel locomotives and rolling stock, 
while I had Hornby tinplate, three-rail 
and clockwork, laid out on the lounge 
room floor. | 

Of all the members of that Society, 
the one who changed my ideas the most 
was J H Robinson, a founding member, 
who later was instrumental in the for- 
mation of the Victorian Pacific Model 
Railroad Club in 1941, with Tim Dunlop, 
Les Baxter, Laurie Fletcher, Bill Lowry 
and myself as founding members, to cater 
for modellers in the northern suburbs. 

At a later meeting of -the VWMRS, 
the Rev L L Elliott, of the 'Mission 
To Seamen', asked if it would be possible 
to arrange an exhibition of the work 
of all modelling clubs - Cars, Planes, 
Model Engineers, Model Railways, including 
"live steam', etc. ae a 


All the then known clubs and soci-. 


eties were contacted and at a meeting, 
chaired by Capt James, of the Model Dock- 
yard, assisted by George Mason, of Central 
Model Aircraft, it was agreed that such 
a general exhibition could be staged. 

The Australian Association. of Model 
Societies ‘ALL MODELS EXHIBITION’ made 
its first appearance at the Melbourne 
Town Hall in 1943 and reappeared at inter- 
vals for some years. At this first 


by Ernie Dean | 


exhibition, the Victorian Pacific Model 
Railroad Club entered a 30' x 18', O 
gauge, two-rail layout - the first in 
Australia. . aa -_ 

Round about 1945, when we were ex- 
panding and getting more serious about 
our layouts, we ran into trouble with 
scales, wheels and particularly coup- 
lings - few of the various makes available 
would interchange. Tim Dunlop started 
writing to manufacturers, Bill Lowrey, 
under the trade name of 'BPR', ventured 
into die-casting a range of O and HO 
couplers, bogies, wheels and sundry under- 
gear in brass and plastic, as well as 
contacting English and American manu- 
facturers and we all worked like beavers 
to try and achieve some uniformity. 

Some time later, it was thought 
that a meeting of interested modellers, 
manufacturers and representatives of 
wholesale and retail hobby outlets could 
be of benefit, and, following a lot of 
‘organising’, a rather hectic meeting 
was. held’ at the home-of Ernie Mainka in 
Fitzroy. © Following this, it was decided 
to form another association - to be called 
the Australian Model Railway Association - 
a committee was formed, with Tim Dunlop 
as secretary, and a drive to obtain mem- 
bers began. This proved no easy task, 
but from known contacts, we recruited 
some 60 members. | 

The need for some means of commun- 
ication between members soon became appar- 
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ent, and so the 'Journal' came into being, 
with Ernie Mainka and myself as Editor 
and Assistant, respectively. 'Copy' 
was typed by a secretarial typist and 
duplicated, and I had the job of collat- 
ing, stapling, enveloping and posting. 

Later, when we grew to some 150 
members, with 18 or so in NSW, the need 
for a ‘Constitution’ and some rules for 
conduct of meetings and other things 
Decame apparent and these were drawn 
up, with the invaluable help of Rick 
Richardson, our first president, during 
long meetings and at the expense of many , 
many hours of work to ensure that we 
Nad provided for the future well-being 
of the Association. 

By this time we had acquired our 
own duplicator and = an addressograph 
machine and somehow covered the costs 
of stencils, typing and the reams of 
Paper needed to produce ‘Journal’, 'Buyers 
Guide' and "Data Sheets' - quite often 
out of our own pockets. We had come 
a long way in a few years, but it was 
all due to the dedication and hard work 
of those early members. 

I feel that our foresight in those 
early days has made us what we are today - 
with our Federal COM, State Branches, 
clubrooms with layouts and yearly public 
exhibitions - but we need more communica- 
tion with and from members and we also 
need their practical help, particularly 
in the field of obtaining new members. 

Rick Richardson said in 1952 - 'It is 
Significant that practically every Aust- 


Talian manufacturer of model railway 
equipment and some of the largest retail- 
ers are members of the AMRA, yet this 
is essentially a non-profit making nation- 
al association controlled by amateurs!'. 

That was 30 years ago, and, unfort- 
unately, is not quite the case today 3 
may be it would be better if it was - 
there would be more direct contact with 
manufacturers and retailers, AMRA could 
speak with more authority, and, perhaps, 
render more, and bette1, service to its 
members. 

The AMRA stands or falls by its 
service to members, but, as everything 
is done on a 'voluntary' basis (by people 
who have to sacrifice their modelling 
time to do it!), any such service can 
only be provided with the whole-hearted 
assistance and active co-operation of 
members, supported by manufacturers and 
retailers. 

The Association exists to further 
the interests of railway modellers as 
a whole, regardless of prototype followed, 
to help them obtain, maintain and con- 
struct models to workable standards and 
dimensions and ‘have fun’ in doing so - 
Journal exists to disseminate this know- 
ledge, share the 'news and views' of 
members and act as a link with the less 
Fortunate members who cannot share the 
benefits enjoyed by those who can attend 
well-appointed clubrooms. 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED - WILL YOU GIVE 
ily 
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THE FEDERAL SCENE 
FROM THE PRESIDENT — 


It seems that our problems are not 
to cease. What with the state of the 
economy and now devaluation, the extras 
we have been considering are now going 
to dig deeper into the pocket. 

Members will have to look at scratch- 
building where possible to help them 
pay for that particular item on ea aed 
that has caught their eye. 

May I take this opportunity to ask 
members who are proficient in the field 
of scratchbuilding to come to the aid 


of less fortunate members by submitting 
ideas, articles, etc, for publication 
in Journal. 

All articles on this subject submit- 
ted and published by April 1984 will 
be judged by an expert modeller who is 
not a member of the Association, and 
the member who, in the judge's opinion, 
has submitted the most helpful article 
will receive two years' membership of 


AMRA which has been donated by a member. 


Keith Wilcox 
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THE SECRETARY S DESK — 


So that all and sundry are aware 
just what Journal is costing these days, 
the charges from Victorian Branch are 
four cents per sheet (a sheet represents 
four pages), plus a surcharge of $150 
per issue to help repay capital costs. 
The price per sheet may be reviewed when 
further supplies of paper are purchased. 

Frank Sheeran, due to pressure of 
other work, has had to resign from the 
position of Advertising Manager, and, 
once again, we have to thank Gordon Duncan 
for stepping into the breach. 

For those interested, following 
is a list of advertising rates currently 
being charged: | 

Inside front cover $30 


Page facing inside 


front cover $30 

Back cover $35 

Inside back cover $30 

Full page $20 

Half page $12 

Quarter page $7 

These prices are for copy ‘Ready 
for Camera’ - extra if we have to set 
it up, and a few advertisers, other than 


Victorian, would be appreciated. 

We are im the process of having 
some point drawings made up in HO scale 
for sizes 6 and 8. These will help 
in "building your own’, with the aid 
of the track gauges that are available 
(see Journal No 146). They will also 
be helpful in planning a yard, a layout 
or anywhere a number of points are to 
be laid - or planned to be laid - as 
it can happen that plans drawn on paper 
do not always quite fit the size of the 
baseboard. rs 

These drawings will be distributed 
with Journal, and, if ‘there is sufficient 
response, further sizes could be prepared. 

A Subscription Renewal Form will 
be issued with the July/August - issue 
of Journal (No 155), and it is proposed 
to send a Ballot Sheet as well so that 
members can 'kill two birds with the 
one stamp’. Members are reminded that 
it will be necessary to PRINT his (or 
her) name, address, telephone number, 
if required, and MOST PARTICULARLY, the 
POST CODE and tick against the appropriate 
fee - Senior - Student - Family - and 
remember that if ‘Family’ only is ticked, 
NO Journal will be forthcoming as ‘Family' 
members do not receive one. 
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This arrangement will save some 
Postage, but whether it will make the 
Registrar's job any easier remains to 
be seen. 

We did not send out reminders for 
1983 Subscription Renewals and some have 
not renewed, but up to the present, we 
have had 104 late payers since the two 
months' period of grace officially ex- 
pired. It is still our policy to only 
send Journals in these cases on payment 
of the full postage applicable. 

It is hoped that the new method 
will produce better results, but this 
too remains to be seen, 


It will be seen by the ‘Membership 


Thermometer’ that we have (at 31 March 
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1983) 49 LESS members than we had at 
the same time last year, which is dis- 
appointing, but every day we see ref- 
erences to falling numbers in all kinds 
of things and I note in a recent edition 
of the NMRA Bulletin that they also have 
lost members and are trying to find the 
reason, other than an expected 'spin 
off' due to the recession. 

If there is a good response to the 
Questionnaire issued with Journal 153; 
it may help with some problems still 
being experienced with the preparation 
of the 'Members File’, for which we are 
Slowly acquiring materials, so I hope 
too many members have not 'missed out! 
on returning the form. 


Norm Read 
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FROM THE COMMITTEE ROOM — 


It has been resolved that, in future, 
any correspondence received, purporting 
to express the views of a Branch, shall 
be returned to the Branch Secretary for 


confirmation of the Committee of the 
Branch so concerned, unless such corres- 
pondence was sent officially by the Branch 
Secretary. 
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NOTES FROM THE MANAGING EDITOR 


Yes, I know we were late again with 
the last issue! Which just goes to 
prove that the gentlemen who said 'The 
best laid plans of mice and men gang 
aft agley!', knew what he was talking 
about. And, therefore, I'm not. going 
to be trapped into saying "it won't happen 
again!". 

At the time of writing these notes, 
approximately 10% of the membership have 
returned the ‘Questionnaire', but by 
the time you read them I hope the other 
90% will have returned theirs. And 
if you are one of those who hasn't, please 
take this as a gentle reminder AND DO 
IT NOW!!! 

There are a few changes in Journal 
this time and it is hoped they meet with 


approval -. if you have the time and the 
inclination; we would like to know what 
you think. 

That's all. 


Gordon Duncan 
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AMRA 
MERITORIOUS AWARDS HON LIFE MEMBERS 


Bob Gorrell 65 Tony Gray 78 Rick Richardson +955 
Ivor Bunker 67 Jim Christie 78 Tim Dunlop 1956 
Alan Dowel 69 Jack Parker 78 Mayer Levy 1957 
Stephen Suggit 69 Rup Ackland 78 — Alan Wilson 1961 
Rex Little 70 Bill Moorehouse 79 Arthur Harrold 1961 
Norm Read 70. George Bray 79 Margaret Dunlop 1962 
Mal Baker 71. Arthur Hayes 79 Jack Treseder 1965 
Glyn Shepherd 71. Simon Mead 79 Cedric Rolfe 1970 
John Sneddon 72 John Harry 80 Faith Dean 1972 
John Dunn 72° Harold Warren 80 . Ernie Dean 1972 
Graham Larmour 72 Cec Wall 80 Norm Read 1973 
~ Ken Down — 73 Jack Eagles = 80 Rex Little 1974. 
David Ellis - 273. Ted Thoday 81 Maurie McKinnon 1976 
Arthur Robinson 74 Audrey Cornish 81 June Dune 1978 
Bruce Lovett 74 Ray Brownbill _— 81 Stuart Westerman 1980 
Eric Doherty 76 Bob Edwards _ B2 Bob Gorrell 1981 © 
June Larmour 76 Graham Watson B2 Mal Baker 1983 
Fyfe Thorp 77 Steve Malone 83 
Eric Lyon 77 Alan Porter — B3 
John Skilton 77 Stuart Westerman 83 _SOR RBBB EHR EHH EHR BH EEE 
Keith Robinson 77 Bob Wardrop 83 


Dot Treseder 78 


1983 FEDERAL MODELLING COMPETITION 
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CATEGORIES. 


MEMBERSHIP TERI 


A perpetual trophy - winner receives 


| T HERMOME fa ER smaller cup. 


— 


Scratch built locomotive or rail 


SERIE IER SEARS RTA SAAR IERIE 


car in working order - wheels, motor 
LAST YEAR THIS YEAR and small fittings of commercial manu- 
: . facture are issible. 
NSU 338 Deane. perneeoe 
Victoria 273 257 FEDERAL TROPHY 
Queensland 72 68 Aten percetdal: 
WA 116 126 3 
SA & NT 6 | : For the conversion or alteration 
of any commercial model locomotive (steam 
Tasmania 2 | | 2 : ; : : 
ac . 4 electric, diesel or rail unit) from the 
. original t if a 
Re toes 5 = ginal to a different type | 
Sacks — NSW BRANCH CUP 
TOTAL 823 774 


Scratch built passenger stock - 
commercial bogies, axle boxes, wheels 
Se 3 EEE EEE FRESE SEE EERE IERIE SEE 29 EAE GE HE HE SE FEEL ME HE HE HE and couplers allowed. 
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KEITH WILCOX Cup 


scratch built goods Trolling stock - 
commercial bogies, wheels, axle boxes 
and couplers allowed. 


VICTORIAN BRANCH CUP 
Snes ALA LIL LL 


For the conversion or modification 
of rolling stock of any commercial model 
or model of any prototype. 


KEN EDWARDS CUP 
peel AAS 

For the best assembled model of 
any commercial locomotive kit. 


PAT COX CUP 


For the best kit built Passenger 
rolling stock. 


COL STEELE Cup 


For the best kit built goods rolling 
stock, 


CANDEMAH CUP 

Another perpetual cup. 

For any scratch built Piece of line- 
Side structure. 


DARRYL MUSGROVE CUP 
TL 


For the 
structure, 


best kit built lineside 
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RESULT OF 1982 FEDERAL MODELLING 
ne 
COMPETITION. : 


EN ES Ee RL EE 


TIM DUNLOP CUP - for scratchbuilt loco- 

motives 

ist Peter Betts - LSWR Adams XZ 
Class 4-4-0 ~ EM 

Especially noted: Extent of detail ano 

superb finish. 

Runner up Peter Betts -— MR Deeley re- 
build as Class 2 of Johnson 


Class C - 4-4-0 Em 


FEDERAL CUP - for kit based locomotives 

and locomotive conversions 

Ist Tony Walsham  - Freelance 
'GOOSE' 4" Scale 2'6" Gauge 

Especially noted: Imaginative attentior 

to detail and finish, 
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Terry Cunningham - NSWGR 42 
Class (4206) — Ho 


Runner up 


KEN EDWARDS TROPHY _ best assembled com- 

mercial locomotive kit 

Ist Robert Grime - MR Johnson 
Class 2 4-4-0 No 383 

Especially noted: Excellent detailing, 

Particularly cab interior, tender. 

Runner up Peter Betts - MR Kirtley 800 


Class 2-4-0 - EM 


NSW BRANCH TROPHY - for scratchbuilt pass- 

enger rolling stock 

Ist Ken Edwards - NSWGR BN 1st 
Class Tourist Car - HO 

Especially noted: Good finish and excell- 

ent lettering and lining. 

Runner up Ken Edwards — NSWGR RFN 2nd 
Class Buffet Tourist Car — HO 


KEITH WILCOX TROPHY — for scratchbuilt 
oe UA RUA Y 


goods stock 
One entry only - no competition 


VICTORIAN BRANCH TROPHY — for kit based 

Tolling stock and rolling stock conver- 

sions 

Ist Robert Grime - MR Push-Pull 
Coach Set - 7 mm 

Especially noted: Superbly realistic. 

Runner up Graeme Lewis — Four-wheel open 
wagon 


CANDEMAH CUP - for lineside structures 
Ist Tony Walsham - Engine House - 
HOn24 
Especially noted: Top class modelling 
with infinite detail and clutter. 
Runner up Tony Walsham - Qil and Gas 
Depot - HO 
Due to an Oversight, the new sections 
which should have been included in this 
year's competition will now commence 
at the 1983 competition and I apologise 
for any inconvenience that may have been 
Caused and take this opportunity to thank 
all those members who made the effort 
to enter this year and look forward to 
a greater number of entries next com- 
petition, 
Ken Edwards 
Competition Organiser 
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LSWR Adams X2 Class 4-4-0 No 591 built by Peter Betts 


TIM DUNLOP CUP 
WINNER 


a 
dland Railway Johnson Class 2 4-4-0 No 332 built by Peter Betts 


TIM DUNLOP CUP 
RUNNER UP 
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KEN EDWARDS TROPHY MR Johnson Class 2 4-4-0 No 383 Robert Grime 
WINNER 


KEN EDWARDS TROPHY MR Kirtley 800 Class 2-4-0 Peter Betts 
RUNNER UP 
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NSw BRANCH TROPHY NSw BN 1st Class Tourist Car Ken Edwards 
WINNER 


VICTORIAN BRANCH TROPHY MR Push-Pull Coach Set Robert Grime 
WINNER 


MR Push-Pull Coach Set Robert Grime 
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s Loco Depot 


Tony Walsham' 
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Not too much to report in this issue 


because the preparations for our Annual 
Model 
weekend in May are keeping us extremely 


Railway Exhibition on the first 
busy. 

Just before the exhibition layout 
had to be separated from the 'Clubroom 
system’, some good times were ‘had by 
all who took part in the layout operation. 
The job of 'dispatcher' or ‘control clerk’ 
proved to be a most hectic job at times, 
although always enjoyable. 

This year we are showing the ‘old 
side' of the exhibition layout 16.5 and 
12 mm), with many new buildings being 
built - John Hill is also livening up 
The 16.5 mm track work 


is being repaired and brought up to first 


‘the’ scenery. 
class - some of the track work being 
replaced has seen 20 years’ use. 

Recently the Branch visited the 
Mayne Control Centre and Diesel Shed. 
This Control Centre looks after the entire 
suburban system and is very interesting, 
even on the quiet Saturday afternoon 
when we visited. We were able to spend 
an hour or so talking to signalmen and 
train controllers, and a visit to the 
relay room and 25 kVA supply control 
centre for the electric trains was includ- 
ed. It was then on to the Diesel Shed 
where the head fitter pulled apart a 
few locos and detailed points of inter- 
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est. -In the storage area we were able 
to take a liberal look at various classes 
stabled there. Our final port of call 
was the Yard Master's office, a. rathel 
nev installation and also very interest 
ing. Only 15 members took part - 4a 
little disappointing. 
Meetings for the 
The main meetings are held 


Branch continue 
as normal. 
on the second and fourth Thursday evenings 
of the month, while the main ‘Track Day' 
is on the ‘third Saturday 
All meetings are held at the Clubrooms, 
South Brisbane Railway Station, Ground 
Floor, Grey Street, South Brisbane. Mem 
bers are usually in attendance at the 
Clubrooms every other Thursday 
and Saturday afternoon as well, engaging 
in club or personal projects. 

A special entertainment. for the 
fourth Thursday in May meeting will be 
an illustrated talk by D Mewes on 'Cane 
Tramways Around Nambour’. 

The dispatcher's panel has grown! 
The small panel seen in photos in Journal 
recently will soon be. upgraded by one 
around 6 feet long. It is planned to 
have track section switches actually 
on the track diagram, which will greatly 
aid the dispatcher's task and provide 
a more prototypical system - like the 
one at Mayne Control Centre. 


afternoon. 


evening 
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One of the good things about AMRA 
Queensland is the large Tange of proto- 
types being modelled. When other model- 
lers bring their models to run, members 
interested in kit bashing can check them 


out for mechs for possible use in other | 


types of railway modelling. 
the case for me Tecently when Christopher 
(son of Vice President Jes) brought 


This was 


a 


along some of his 00 gauge collection. 


to run at the Clubrooms. 
that took my eye was a Lima OO gauge 
British Railways Class 07 diesel 
electric shunter as seen in the top 
photograph. I wondered if 


mechanical shunter of which the QR has 
four. These were built for the Etheridge 
line and are now used for shunting. 
Two at Ipswich workshops and two in the 
Townsville area. 

I took some details off Christopher's 
model and did some research at home. 
It was found that by stretching things 
in all directions, a passable model could 
be made fairly easily and at a low ECOSE. 
The most difficult part is fitting the 
jack shaft under the cab which causes 
some problems with the motor mount. 
The body and cab are built up from sty- 


rene. The cowcatcher is some of that 
1/16" square styrene, bent using the 
heat off a soldering iron. The double 


set on the driving wheel cranks had to 
be slightly increased so the Gummy coun- 


terweights (made from 0.010" styrene) 
would clear the side rods. 
Nowadays, unfortunately, many hobby 


shops will not allow close examination 
of locos and when one asks if the body 
can be removed so that the insides can 
be inspected, the storekeeper takes it 
as an offence. Kit bashers need this 
information. or modelling dollars can 
be wasted. This is where a club like 
AMRA %s worthwhile, as modellers can 
get cust saving hints and time saving 
ideas. 

S Malone 


One model | 


it would 
be suitable for a Sn34 DL class diesel - 
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MODELLING IN Sn3% 


FOR HOn353 MODELLERS 


PMH has at long last supplied the 
modern type freight bogie with a choice 
of spoked or plain wheels. 

See 'Classified Ads' section. 


HHH 


SOMETHING NEW 


Ken Innes has been conducting some 
mid-week day time meetings for retired 
members or those with time off. Held 
on the third Thursday of the month 
(10 am - 1 pm), activities include chew 
and chat, plus Clubroom layout operation. 


HHH HHH HHH 
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QR_ AIR CONDITIONED TRAINS 


Have you always wanted to model 
a QR air conditioned train, but couldn't 
due to lack of space? Well now the 
QR has solved that problem. This year's 
Daylight Railcars to Cairns are air con- 
ditioned — trains. They start running 
in April and consist of Loco, Power Car, 
two sitters and a van. 


HHH HEX HH 


HHH 


5" guage 0-4-2T 'Thomas', 
builder unknown. 
ARHS Queensland Branch 1980 
Field Day 
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Stock Lima O00 British Railways Class 


07 diesel-electric shunter. 


vA AFTER 
QR - OL Class 


ip shunter. 


diesel-mechanical 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 


I am pleased to report that our 
first ‘Open Day' was quite successful - it 
was half way through the day when someone 
suggested we should have had a "Visitors' 
Book", so I'm afraid I can't tell you 
how many attended. It was pleasing 
to see that Mr and Mrs Gibson made «the 
trip from Bairnsdale to attend, and I 
would certainly like to see this become 
an annual event. 


Our Exhibition was also very success- | 


ful - although attendance was down on 
previous years, probably due to current 
economic conditions, the financial result 
was satisfactory. The overall standard 
of exhibits was, in my opinion, the best 
that we have had. 

The Croydon Narrow Gauge Group really 
excelled themselves with their layout 
and Tony Walsham and the boys’ should 
be proud to show their layout anywhere - 
those NSW members not coming to the Port 
Philip Convention should’ make the trip 
to the Prospect MRC Exhibition where 
this layout will be again displayed - I'm 
sure you will not be disappointed! 

The cover photo on Journal 153 gives 
some idea of the attention to detail 
and apart from the detail, another impres- 
Sive feature is how well the modules, 
built by several different people, blend 
together. 

Another feature which ‘could be of 
interest to other modellers was the 
'water', produced using epoxy laminating 
resin, a two-part mixture that sets at 
10-15°C. The main advantage claimed 
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for the epoxy over the more commonly 
used polyester casting resin is the ab- 
sence of smell. I intend to obtain 
some myself soon and experiment with 
ibis 

Another fine layout was 'DIE FUR- 
CHTBARTEUERBAHN' (No, I can't pronounce 


it either!) by John Sargeant. This 
electrified European, mountain style, 
layout featured commercial equipment 


from quality European manufacturers and 
probably the outstanding feature was 
the turntable and roundhouse with full 
catenary equipment. 

It was a pleasure to see an overhead 
electrified model railway with trouble- 
free operation and the video display 
created much interest. 

The Open Modelling Competition at- 
tracted over 30 entries of very high 
Quality and the results are given in 
the Exhibition Manager's Report in this 
issue. I would, however, like to comment 
on the outstanding model of a VR 'T' 
Class locomotive submitted by a junior 


entrant, Sean Kelly; it was a great 
piece of work! 

The overall winner was _ Graham 
Fraser's structure and I. didn't envy 


the boys from the Steam Locomotive Society 
of Victoria who did the judging for us. 
Thank you for carrying out this onerous 
task. 

I would also like to thank Bob Fa- 
wards and his committee, Pat Brownbill 
and the catering team and all those who 
contributed their time and effort to 
help the Branch stage the Exhibition, 

Two Tasmanian modellers made them- 
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selves known to us at the Exhibition - 
Mr and Mrs John Fielding of the Hobart 
Model Railway Club and Eric Gillard from 
the Launceston Model Railway Club. 

We have been advised by Malvern 
Council that our proposed plans fora 
storage building are acceptable, and, 
hopefully, we should be able to start 
on this project before too long. Apart 
from providing storage space, this build- 
ing will provide an area in which we 
can erect the MODRAIL layout and work 
on it between exhibitions. 

An essential item of maintenance 
completed during February was the painting 
of the exterior of the Clubrooms at a 
cost of $2550. This may seem a high 
cost, but I doubt if we would have had 
many volunteers to climb 30 feet up lad- 
ders to scrape and paint!! 

There are two matters that concern 
me greatly - firstly, the general apathy 
of members and, secondly, the reluctance 
to welcome new members and visitors. 
The response we get to calls for volun- 
teers is sometimes non-existent. rs 
personally, will not demand help from 
members and I sometimes feel I am imposing 
people by asking. However , 
if the only way we can get people to 
assist is by demand and threat, then 
may be, you should look for a new Branch 
President. The Committee of Management 
cannot do everything - or is it the case, 
as one member put it, 'The Committee 
is elected to do all the work!'? If 
you do not wish to openly volunteer, 
then, by all means, collar one of the 
Committee members at the end of the meet- 
ing and let him know you will help! 

Our apathy seems to contrast strongly 
with the WA and Queensland Branches, 
if the contents of Journal are any quide. 

It is surely the duty of every member 
to try and make welcome new members and 


on some 


visitors - recently, one of our founding 
Committeemen came along to a meeting 
and was completely ignored! To try 
and overcome this problem in future, 


I propose to call on the new members 
and visitors to come forward at the end 
of the formal part of the meeting. 
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I shall endeavour to greet each of these 
people, but I will need some members 


to take visitors around, explain our 
facilities and endeavour to ascertain 
their interests. 

Well! That's all my ramblings 


for this issue, except for a reminder 
to all members to please make an effort 
to come to the Annual General Meeting 
on 9 June. This year, for the first 
time, we are combining the AGM with our 
Presentation of Awards night. See you 
there! | 
Roger Lloyd 
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BRANCH ACTIVITIES 
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Branch activities since the last 
issue of Journal have been pretty well 
covered in the President's Message, so 
there is little point in repeating our- 
selves under this heading. 

Programs for meetings, up to and 
including 31 July, were set out in Journal 
153, and these cover arrangements made 
by the present Committee of Management ; 
however, to assist the incoming Committee 
to prepare programs for subsequent meet- 
ings, all members are requested to submit 
suggestions for items they would like 
to see included. 

It is difficult for any Committee 
to arrange programs which will prove 
interesting without any help from members 
and the contention that ‘the Committee 
is elected to do all the work!' indicates 
a distinct lack of interest on the part 
of the general membership. Therefore, 
any member who is willing to conduct 
a clinic, alone or in company with others, 
present a feature or talk with a railway 
modelling flavour or knows of anyone, 
member of AMRA or not, who would, is 
asked to contact a member of the Committee 
with his (or her) proposal. 

Member participation, in general, 
appears sadly lacking, and if new members 
are to be attracted, considerable improve- 
ment is necessary - meeting nights should 
be something no one wants to miss - not 
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just an excuse to 'get out of the washing 
up't!! 

Think about it - AND THEN DO SOME - 
THING!!! 
ar 'Sleeper' 
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PORT PHILLIP CONVENTION : JUNE 1983 


Planning for the Convey 
ceeding apace. At the ti 
(April), we have clinics 
ing topics offered: 

‘ Signalling - Ian We 
: Painting backdrops 
. Sound effects 

outs - Peter B 
‘ Loco mechanis 

maintenance 


cformance and 
milton 


: Modelling ir ) Graeme Brown 
) and 

; Loco cust ) Phil Dunn 

‘> Adhesive, mM Duncan | 

‘ Contro} characteristics and 


per fr Graham Nitz 
By , you read this, there 
will be 4S well, so you can see 
what layout tours, you will 
be m you don't come along - 
REMER, 12 AND 13 JUNE at the Diplo- 


nd Street, St Kilda. 


} Last 
minute decisions are acceptable!! 
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AMRA VICTORIAN BRANCH MODEL, 
RAILWAY EXHIBITION : 1983 
EEE AUIN 190 


The Exhibition was, as usual, held 
at the Camberwell Civic Centre, and the 
Exhibition Committee would like to thank 
all exhibitors and AMRA members who as- 
Sisted for their attendance and co-oper- 
ation. 

In view of the present economic 
Situation, the attendance on the Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday was satisfactory, 
but Monday was a disaster - may be the 
weather was too good! 

Pat Brownbill and her kitchen assist- 
ants did an excellent job with the meals 
again - it is a very difficult job to 


( Graham Fraser 
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serve up to 100 meals at lunch and tea 
time with the available facilities - 
‘Well Done’ to Pat and all her assistants! 
Another very important factor in 
the planning of such an Exhibition is 
the advertising prior to the actual dis- 
Play and we are indeed fortunate to have 
the professional services of Mark Linhart 
to assist us in this matter - 'Thank 
you, Mark"! 
The following Awards were made: 
. Best. Club or Group Layout 
Croydon Narrow Gauge Group 


- Best. Private Layout 
"Die Furchtbarteurbahn' 


Best Commercial Stand 
JNR Models 


Results of the Open Modelling Com- 
petition were as follows: 


° Outright Winner - structure - Produce 


Store 


. Locomotive - C Class Diesel - Flec- 
Cruc 
Gerard Gilliland 


; Rolling Stock - Scratchbuilt Freight 
Car 
Rick and Grant Richardson 


A trophy: was also awarded to Sean 
Kelly for his T Class Diesel - Electric 
Locomotive - an excellent model built 
by a junior modeller. 

As Exhibition Manager again for 
1984, I would like to welcome Ian McIntosh 
aS a member of the Exhibition Committee. 
We are already working on preliminaries 
SO as to assemble the best Possible show 
for 1984, and we are promised some new 
layouts to be displayed for the first 
time - which will fulfil one of our main 
aims - new or substantially different 
layouts each year. 

Bob Edwards 
Exhibition Manager 


HHH HHH HHH HHH 


AMRA Journal No 154 


LIBRARY NEWS 


After the embarrassment of riches 
reported in the last issue, we come back 
this time to a more normal level - inter- 
esting, though, and varied. 

If signalling is your interest, 
and you'd like to know what is the state 
of the art (any day now that will become 
one word) in the prototype, you'll be 
fascinated by a big, loose-leaf catalogue 
we have somehow acquired from Siemens - 
Railway Equipment Systems and Products. 
Close up details of a real Point Machine 
(that's what they call it), train detec- 
tion by axle counting, use of mini com- 
puters, even the sort of modular track 
plan diagrams that Iseem to see advertised 
in the model press these days. Fascin- 
ating! 

Back to our own level of reality: 
Two more of Michael Andress’ useful little 


books, published as part of the PSL Model 


Railway Guides series. 
RBaseboards, Track and Flectrification 


Baseboaros, Irack ane 
and Layout Planning (Nos 1 and 2 combined, 
to make quite a mouthful). Good, sens- 
ible advice as always, with illustrations 
from British modellers, which don't leave 
me feeling hopeless because I don't have 
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the 30' x 30' layout many American writers 


seem to take for granted. 

The other, Branch Line Railways 
(No 6) is even more specifically British; 
not that Australian modellers should 
feel that they have nothing to learn. 

Australian period prototype is repre- 
sented by a nice little booklet published 
by ARHS (Vic), entitled From the Archives; 
A Pictorial View of the Victorian Railways 
in the Pre 1920 Era. Its publication 
date is December 1980, and I must have 
been pretty slack not to have picked 
it up until now. Stations, locos, famous 
accidents, all well reproduced, with 
sensible commentary. 

And I must thank the publishers 
of Director of Australasian  Railwa 
and Tramway Societies, 2nd edition, for 
a free copy. It was reviewed rather 
brutally in AMRM, and yes, it has faults. 
It's still a brave venture (depending 
as it does on so many overworked club 
secretaries) and a very useful one. 
Anybody travelling interstate could well 
think of buying a copy. 

Meanwhile, there's a copy for you 
to consult in the Library. 

See you there. 

Brian Southwell 
Librarian 
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CANCELLATION. 


‘PORT PHILIP! MODEL RAILWAY CONVE 


NTION - 11/13 JUNE. 


Tt is with extreme regret that we have to advise 
that insufficient support has been received to make 
this venture a viable proposition. 


The vroject has therefore been cancelled and we 
take this opportunity of thanking those people who 
have already helped and volunteered further assis*ance. 


We recret any inconvenience that may be caused 


to others. 


Roger C.Lloyd. 
President. 
AMRA. VIC BRANCH. 
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Ron Thomas. 
Convention Manager. 
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At the Annual General Meeting held 
in February, a new Committee was elected, 
and, although there were no major changes, 
the new Committee is listed below for 
the information of those interested: 
President Bob Wardrop 


Vice President Dave Bennett 


Secretary Bruce Norton 
Treasurer John Skilton 
Committeemen Bob Gioia 
Graham Larmour 

Charles Warren 

I must apologise for not sending 


in a report for the last issue of Journal, 
but at the time it was due I had just 
Started my new job, as well as being 
involved in other Projects outside AMRA - 
I had hoped that the absence might have 
gone unnoticed, on the grounds that prob- 
ably no one reads my notes anyway, but, 
however, I soon found out that that was 
not the case. 

On the modelling scene, we do not 
seem to have been much affected by the 
recession in the economy, or at least 
it doesn't appear so when you look at 
all the models available in the hobby 
shops at present. When one considers 
that five years ago, when I first began 
modelling, there were only one or two 
brass models produced per year, and they 
could sit on the shelves for up to two 
years before they were sold amd then 
look at the flood of brass models avail- 
able today - and more promised next year - 
10 or 12 models in one year and often 
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one must reserve (and sometimes pay for!) 
a selected item some six months before 
its arrival if you want to be sure of 
getting one! These figures alone seem 
to indicate a growth in our hobby. 

NORM READ, BEM - what more can be 
Said about him that has not already been 
Said? Except that he is, unquestionably, 
looked on by us here as the ‘Father! 
of model railways. I was one of the 
first to find out about his BEM, and 
it could not have been in stranger circum- 
stances - it was New Years Eve, I was 
with a fellow member who is a Quard on 
the Railways in a _ train somewhere in 
the Sydney Underground and my friend 
was reading a newspaper. When he came 
across the New Years Honours List, he 
said, ‘Wonder if we know anyone on it?! - 
my reaction was 'Of course not!', but, 
Teading on, he found a 'Norman S$ Read! 
from Strathfield and said “J wonder if 
he's any relation to Norm?', and, contin- 
Uing to read, we agreed that there could 
only be one Norm Read in Strathfield 
that could win a BEM for services to 
Youth through Model Railways!! 

Ever since I have been in the AMRA, 
Norm has easily been the most active 
member in the Branch and would have put 
in far more hours than anyone else. it 
has often been said that he must live 
in the Clubrooms, because he is always 
there when you arrive and still there 
when most have left - to a person who 
has Given so much of his lifetime to 
the hobby and AMRA, this Award was amply 
justified. 
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A ‘Mini Convention’ will again be 
held at the Clubrooms on Saturday 30 July: 
the theme will be ‘Modelling Australian’, 
and a number of speakers will expound 
on the various aspects of this topic. 
We also hope to arrange a layout inspec- 
tion tour on the following day, Sunday 
31 July. A detailed report will appear 
in the next issue of Journal. 

A visit to Central Station, planned 
for Saturday 28 May, will, of course, be 
over and done by the time this is printed, 
but, may be, we can tell you a bit about 
it next time! Some may say "What's 
SO special about Central that I can't 
see any time?" well, the answer to 
that is that we will be visiting parts 
that are not normally open to the general 


public - the Control Centre for Sydney 
Yard, Carriage Sheds, Control Room for 
new indicator boards, Seat Allocation 
Room, Traffic Trouble Centre, subterranean 
areas below the platforms and, possibly, 
the Electrical Trouble Control Centre. 
A limit of 25 persons per visit, so there 
may be a second group formed if enough 
interest is shown. 

If you are an interstate visitor, 
or just passing through, I hope to see 
you at the Clubrooms, and if you are 
not too scared to write to me first, 
I will try to organise a tour of the 
scene in New South Wales (The Premier 
Staverton 

Until next issue. 

Bob Gioia 
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1204 


Builder ~- Department of Railways, New South Wales, 
Water Supply Workshops, Chullora 


First unit in Service - 27th August, 1965 
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PROGRAM 


Times of meetings as follows: 
Monday and Wednesday - 8 pm 
Saturday - 2pm 

The rooms will be open at least 
15. minutes prior to starting time. 
All meetings will be held at the Club- 
Tooms, upon Meltham Station, unless other- 
wise stated, Further information from 


the - 
Secretary 
PO Box 60 
MAYLANDS WA 6051 
JUNE 
6 Mon Weathering locos and rolling 
stock 
12 Sat General Club activities 
15 Wed Auction 
20 Mon General Club activities 
26 Sat Timetable operations on the 
"Haltwhistle on Tyne! Railway 
29 Wed General Club activities 
JULY 
“4 Mon To be advised 
9 Sat General Club activities 
13 Wed Loco hauling contest 
18 Mon General Club activities 
23 Sat General Club activities 
27 Wed Timetable operations on 'Halt- 
whistle on Tyne! | 
AUGUST 
1 Mon To be advised 
6 Sat General Club activities 
10 Wed To be advised | 
15 Mon General Club activities 
20 Sat General Club activities 


is 'tentative! 


WHERE TO FIND US! 


24 Wed 
29 Mon 


General Club activities 
Timetable operations on 'Halt- 
whistle on Tyne! 


The Program for July and August 
(very). Please check 
the latest 'Branchline' for details. 

The meeting on the first Monday 
of the month, despite its informality, 
is our formal meeting of the month. So 
that all members know what to expect, 
here is an Agenda for this meeting, or 
its nominated replacement meeting. 
General Business, under Item 9, will 
only be included on the Agenda for the 
meeting on the first Monday of January, 
March, May, July, September and November, 

All other meetings are informal 
with no agenda. 


AMRA (WA BRANCH ) 


Agenda General Meeting 


Open meeting - 8 pm 

Introduce new members and visitors 
President's Report 

Librarian's Report 

Sales Officer's Report 

Layout Report 

Members’ Report 

Models for display 

General Business - every alternative 
month 

Programmed entertainment -— 8.30 pm 
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THE MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION 
ae EL RAILWAY EXHIBITION 


For some time your Committee has 
been concerned that the change to a two- 
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day exhibition, forced on us by the Gov- 
ernment moving the October long weekend, 
was not adequately serving the hobby 
in general and the Branch, in particular, 
in achieving its objectives. 

After a great deal of thought and 
discussion, it has been decided to move 
the exhibition date. For practical 
reasons the earliest possible available 
date is the weekend of 2, 3 and 4 June 
1984, and the South Perth Civic Gentre 
has been booked for that weekend. There- 
fore, there will be no public exhibition 
during 1983. 

Your Committee is, however, invest- 
igating holding a "specialist’ display, 
or Expo, as a one day event during October 
1983. The basic idea that is being 
discussed is to have a number of stands, 
at a small venue, where modellers can 
show, and talk about, some of the more 
specialised aspects of the hobby, to 
interested modellers rather than it being 
open to the general public. It is poss- 
ible that a couple of specialised retail- 
ers may also be invited, i.e. small hand 
tools. 

This idea is still in the early 
discussion stage, and I would be pleased 
to hear of any ideas you may wish to 
put forward, particularly the type of 
content you would like to have. I would 
also be interested in hearing from anyone 
who would be prepared to talk/demonstrate 
any aspect of the hobby. , 

Ted 
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LIBRARY NEWS 


The following periodicals have been 
added to the stock of the Club library 
since the last edition of 'The Branchline' 
appeareds 
Railway Modeller 
Model Railroader 


Dec 82, Jan 83 
Dec 82, Jan 83, 


Feb 83 
Continental Modeller Nov/Dec 82 
Model Trains Nov 82, Dec 82, 
Jan 83 


Also recently acquired were copies 
of '101 TRACKPLANS. FOR MODEL RAILROADERS' 


by Kalmbach Publishing, and ‘EM GAUGE 
MANUAL’ by the EM Gauge Society. 

- ‘The stock of the library is available 
at any Club meeting, and if you wish 
to borrow or return any books or magazines 
please contact either my assistant, Arno 
de Smalen, or myself, at any meeting. 

Simon Mead 
Branch Librarian 


OO GAUGE LAYOUT NEWS 


Our second attempt at timetable 
operation went much smoother than the 
first attempt; almost all of the trains 
managed to run 'on time'. The operating 
session was enjoyed by all concerned. 

Work is: at present progressing on 
the removal of all the electrical equip- 
ment from the floor under the layout 
and generally tidying up the layout room. 

Simon Mead 
Layout Manager 


BITS n' PIECES 


Our latest acquisition for the Club- 
rooms has been a fridge, which has been 
installed in the signal cabin. Tae & 
you will find - cans of cool drink (40¢ 
each), cold water, cordial and even milk 
(for the tea and coffee). Our thanks 
to Cyril Cocker for his assistance in 
the purchasino of the fridoe. 
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BITS AND PIECES 
The ex-editor of the British magazine 
'NEW STATESMAN' was recently interviewed 
on the ABC's 6WF Morning Program, and 
related that, in an attempt to tackle 
the economic ills of the UK, the govern- 
ment has drawn up plans to return British 
Rail to private hands! Does this mean 
that we will, once again, witness the 
might of the LMS, feel the presence of 
the LNER, enjoy the serenity of the SR, 
and wonder once more (as we do now) at 
the sheer quaintness of the ... er ... 
what was it again? One thing's for 
sure ... WA's still got Cyril closing 
everything down ... when will they ever 
learn? 
Paul Kehoe 
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HAVE YOU SEEN 


"ARHS Bulletin' for January 1983. 
The whole issue is devoted to an article 
on 'Numbers, Names and Classes of WAGR 
Steam Locomotives'. The article begins 
with an overall picture of the WAGR steam 
locomotive development, both in numbers 
and tractive effort, before outlining 
the numbering system applied to the locos. 
Illustrated with graphs, charts, diagrams 
and photos, the article would make inter- 
esting reading for modellers interested 
in the local prototype. 


HEH HHH 


"Scale Trains' for December 1982 
starts with the second part of the article 
on the 'Deltics', more photographs and 
details. For those with a penchant 
for the American scene the USRA 0-6-0 
Switcher is the subject of an article 
giving prototype information and photo- 
graphs, and how to improve the current 
models. Don't ever let me hear anyone 
say "I don't have room for a model rail- 
way". A layout on a6 ft x 3 ft paste 
table (folding) is the subject of a "pic- 
torial’ how to do it article. If you 
Use proprietary trackwork, this magazine 
could be well worth the purchase price 
just for the fold out eight-page coloured 
Fleischmann advert showing what is avail- 
able in their new 'profi-track! ready 
ballasted track system, complete with 
track plans. Another of the articles 
on model railway photography covers the 
35 mm lens. If you're tottering on 
the edge of going 'EM', see the article 
on converting the Lima small Prairie. 


KH HHH 


‘Scale Trains’ for January. Build- 
ing a signal box from perspex, the tech- 
Miques can be used for other buildings 
as well. A detailed look at 'Toads' 
(GWR brake vans to the uninitiated) - 
prototype information, photographs, num- 
bering, and a drawing of the brake gear 
arrangement. More on the paste table 
layout. A 'Focus' article on the LMS 


Fowler 4F class, prototype information, 
photographs, etc, modelling the 4F in 
'HO' (actually converting the Lima model) 
and in 4 mm using the Airfix model, with 
details of conversion to EM as well as 
OO" Converting the class 110 pM 
to EM, plus adding the extra detail is 
covered in another article. The American 
modeller isn't forgotten, adding detail 
to various ATSF locos is the basis for 
another article, the FQ and sp24 are 
the base models. More on model photo- 
graphy, this time the 100 mm lens. 
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"Railway Modeller’ for February 
1903; The story of Platt Bridge MPD 
should be read by all railway modellers, 
most of us have Plenty of locos, but 
no MPD. The photographs are an education 
in themselves, just look at all the small 
detail - 'clutter' is probably a better 
word. Another article by Ray Ellis 
on building a locomotive from an etched 
brass kit - this time Jidenco's LSUR T14. 


HEH HHH 


"Railway Modeller’ March issue con- 
tains an article on lettering private 
Owner wagons using ‘gouache’. The method 
is definitely within the Capabilities 
of all but the most hamfisted, the tech- 
niques could obviously be used on build- 
ings, amongst other items. If you are 
into DMUs, there's an article on convert- 
ing the Lima DMU model into a Class 122 
single unit car, Converting the Triang/ 
Hornby 'Jinty' model into other prototypes 
is described in an article showing the 
conversion to the Johnson 'half-—cab! 1F, 
this article takes up the story from 
Ted's recent talk on "Super-detailing 
locomotives’. LNER and BR Single Bolster 
wagons are covered in another article 
which gives prototype information and 
shows how to convert some of the prop- 
rietary wagons. 


HHH HHH 
"Model Railways' for February takes 


a further look at Rye Harbour layout, 
this time the buildings. Read the art- 
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icle and you'll start to see why this 
is an ‘award' winner. Do you run elec- 
tric outline locos, without the catenary? 
No need, not any more - John Baggaley's 
articles show how to do it simply and 
easily, using readily available parts. 
Look at the detail in the colour photo- 
graphs of Luton Hoo layout - again you'll 


see why it wins awards, and what you 
can do if you try. A new series titled 
"Continental Platform! starts looking 


at some of the European models and proto- 
types in the same sort of detail that 
we have become accustomed to with the 
British scene. 
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"Model Railways’ for March starts 
with part 2 of a series started in the 
February issue, and written by Iain Rice. 
The first part starts with the 'site 
survey' or finding a place and reason 
for your model. Part 2 starts on the 
building of the baseboards, words and 
pictures being used with good effect. 
Converting the Hornby model of Class 
25 to a 25/3 is covered by John Baggaley. 
If you think you've got electrical 'prob- 
lems' see the article on Electronics 
for the operating layout, very interest- 
ing. More on scenery, this time as 
part of a description of the Mold Layout. 


HHH HEX 


The new look of ‘Model Railway Con- 
structor'. Starting with the January 
issue, the magazine has had some drastic 
‘things’ done to it internally, which 
has improved the standard of this magazine 
dramatically. The article titled 
‘Realism - the way forward' is a real 
thought provoker. Bere Alston Station 
is the subject of an in depth look, plenty 
of photographs, showing lots of detail, 
timetable and descriptions of the type 
of traffic and the motive power used. 
Another of Martin Goodall's articles 
on ‘signalling' - working the box, gives 
headcodes and bellcodes. A new series 
of drawings supported by words and pic- 
tures is titled 'Datafile', this issue 
contains the LNWR Observation Car, and 


an L&YR 12 ton double end door coal wagon. 
Modifying GWR Siphons is covered in a 
conversion article on making a ‘'C' from 
an 'F', The third in the series 'elec- 
trics' is about relays and how to wire 
them for differing applications. 
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‘Model Railway Constructor' for 
February has a close look at the new 
Hornby model of the BR Class 58, the 
article also gives some prototype infor- 
mation - the model was released before 
the prototype started into service!! A 
fascinating article on the specialised 
wagons used for carrying nuclear materials 
gives prototype information and photo- 
graphs, and shows how to model these 
unusual ‘specials’. The article on 
‘Pueblo Springs’ layout is worth looking 
at, if only for the detail that has been 
put into the scenic side of the model. 
'Datafiles' on LSWR six wheel carriages 
of 1881-90, LSWR 30 ft passenger brake 
vans 1882-85, and a Baldwin 60 cm gauge 
4-6-OT loco. There are three ‘Ideals 
for Townscapes', again the details shown 
in the prototpye photographs, and in 
the models, just have to be seen to be 
believed. 


HHH HEE 


"Model Trains’ for February. Need 
a ploughed field on your layout? An 
article in the Simple Scenics series 
shows you how. Prototype information 
on Associated Portland Cement/Blue Circle 
wagon fleet - photographs, numbering 
and building detail and livery infor- 
mation. The BR 13 ton Highbar Wagon 
to Diagram 1/039 is covered in a 'Focus' 
style article. An article on the French 
Railways (SNCF TGV trains) brings the 
story up to date and gives an indication 
of the future expansion of this part 
of SNCF's operations. Unfortunately 
this issue was spoiled for your reviewer 
by the large number of typographical 
errors found in the text. 
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On 27 January I obtained the December 
issue of 'Scale Trains’. In it, for 
the benefit of those of you who haven't 
seen a copy, was an article about the 
Prestatyn and Dyserth Railway, an ex LNWR/ 
LMS branch line in North Wales. As 
soon as I had read it, I was smitten, 
as the best romantic novels have it, 
with the operational impossibility of 
the line (no loco run around facilities 
at Dyserth), as well as the charm and 
the fact that here, at last, was a real 
branch line serving people, rural needs, 
quarrying ... and all without a agreer 
engine in_ sight! Marvellous! But 
as you may be aware, I am now overseas, 
and the trick was to get a copy of the 
book the article referred to in order 
to see what goodies needed to be bought 
to create a model. The simplest and 
quickest way was by phone. A three 
minute call to the Scale Trains office 
and a chat to Jane Cartwright, the super 
efficient and charming lady at Scale 
Trains, elicited the promise that she 
would contact the supplier (the author ... 
he's in North Wales ... she's in London!) 
and arrange for a copy to be sent to 
me, on the promise from me, a stranger, 
that I would send the money! FIVE DAYS 
LATER THE BOOK ARRIVED! Naturally, 
I wrote and thanked both Jane and Chris 
Ellis, who, in his reply, informed me 
that 'Scale Trains’ has a staff of three. 
The credits at the front give Journal 
a staff of 10. The author of the book, 
Trevor Thompson (sic) has also written 
offering to show me where the tracks 
lay before the hooligans at British Rail 
struck. "Scale Trains’ is one magazine 
we might all give some encouragement 
to ... how about it, Simon? 

Paul Kehoe 


"WESTERN RAILS' 


"Western Rails' is the name of the 
only frailway news magazine available 
to the general public in Western Aust- 
ralia. Published by the WA Light Railway 
Preservation Association, this small 
magazine is published quarterly and has 
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just entered its sixth year of publi- 
cation. 

"Western Rails' aims to report on 
the railway news of the preceeding three 
months and to also include feature art- 
icles and historical photographs. The 
current 16-page issue is typical of each 
issue in that it reports on 'Statewide' 
rail news with items on Mt Newman, Hammer- 
sly Iron and Cliffs Robe River railways. 
News of '‘Westrail Operations' is next, 
followed by a photo feature of 'Salmon 
Gums 1932'. This photo feature includes 
a couple of photos of MSA garretts, along 
with some general shots of Salmon Gums. 
Part two of ‘Current Safe Working Prac- 
tices on Westrail' and news from the 
railway preservation groups in WA conclude 
the issue. Interspersed throughout 
the magazine are photos, both historical 
and current, of railway operations in 
WA. 

At a recommended price of 80¢, Wes- 
tern Rails provides interesting reading 
and an excellent source of information 
for followers, and modellers of, the 
WA railway systems. 

Any person wishing to subscribe 
to Western Rails can do so by writing to - 

Western Rails 

PO Box 237 

CLOVERDALE WA 6105 

The current being $4 per annum. 
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"Australian Model Railway Magazine’ 
for February 1983. Worth reading for 
the advertisements and reviews alone. 
Modellers of prototypes other than Austra- 
lian could benefit greatly by purchasing 
some of the bargains contained in the 
adverts. This issue also contains some 
excellent reading for all modellers as 
the modelling techniques have universal 
application. Contained are articles 
describing a wheel-away layout, coach 
construction using perspex, wagon con- 
struction, loco construction, plus lots 
of mews about the Australian modelling 
scene generally. 
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FOR FOLLOWERS OF BRITISH PROTOTYPE 
Two items from the EMGS Newsletter No 55 : 
January 1983 


WISBECH AND UPWELL TRAMWAY CENTENARY (UK) 


Prototype 


Nineteen eighty three marks’ the 
centenary of the Wisbech and Upwell tram- 
way, built principally as a feeder line 
to convey the agricultural products of 
this productive Fenland area to the main 
GER network. It also provided a useful 
passenger service to the local inhabitants 
at a time when haste was of little con- 
sequence, top speed of the line being 
12 mph. The line meandered along the 
roadside for some 44 miles from Wisbech 
station to Upwell depot; the motive 
power being provided by enclosed steam 
tram engines until the advent of diesel 
locos in 1952. With the advent of motor 
transport the passenger services had 
been withdrawn in 1928, but the non-stand- 
ard coaching stock has always provoked 
great interest, the reduced floor height 
gave a somewhat squat appearance with 
the seating arranged along each side 
of an open saloon, access being provided 
by railed balconies at either end of 
the coach with steps leading down to 
rail level. Four wheel and bogie types 
were provided with Composite and Full 
Third internal layouts. Upon withdrawal 
of passenger services the majority were 
transferred to the Kelvedon and Tollesbury 
line where the last survivors, the bogie 
pair Nos 7 and 8 were withdrawn in 151, 
one of these No 8 starred in the film 
'The Titfield Thunderbolt’, but was sub- 
sequently scrapped. No 7 still exists 
and hopefully awaits restoration. During 
their life two of the tramcar coaches 
saw service for a short period in 1890s 
on the nearby Stoke Ferry Branch. 
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NEW PRODUCT 


In The News 
A new company has been formed called 
"Betta Bitz' to cover what we feel is 


a hole in the market. The first releases 
will be etched sides that are designed 
to be overlaid on the Hornby Clerestory 
Coaches, to not only give you the panell- 
ing, but also variations to enable full 
trains to be built. 

The first releases will be: 

Brake Thirds - Diagram Nos D30 and D293 
This will enable the corridor to 
be kept on the platform side. 

C15 - As is the Hornby Coach 

FQ - A slip coach 
For further releases. there will 

be mnon-corridor clerestories, [JIP0s, a 

diner and some invalid saloons. 

We will also be providing correct 

GWR bogies plus other super detailing 

bits for the Hornby Coaches. 

For more information please contact - 
Betta Bitz 

1 Station Cottages 

Harling Road 

EAST HARLING 


NORWICH NORFOLK ENGLAND 


Telephone (095 371) 7619 
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NOTES FROM BRANCHLINE 


I received a letter recently from 
Ian Futers in which he listed the exhi- 
bition commitments he has this year. 
Ian is a full time lecturer at Newcastle 
University, is the Musical Director of 
a number of musical societies and is 
an avid modeller to boot! His current 
layout, a model of Scotsgap Junction, 
will be seen at six UK exhibitions 'twixt 
now and September, and there is a new 
layout not yet begun, but already booked 
for an exhibition at Warley, near Birming- 
ham, in October! Ian models to a gauge 
of 18.83 mm, so there's nothing coming 
"out of the box’. Scotsgap Junction, 
incidentally, is only about four months 
old and will be featured in the April 
"Railway Modeller’. So, chaps, how 
about it? There's 15 months to June 
1984, What do you mean, you haven't 
got time to build a layout? | 

Ted 
HHH | HHH 
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AROUND THE TRACKS 


OLD VANS NEVER DIE 

Ex Westrail guards van, 23427, has 
been purchased by an Arts and Crafts 
Group in Kalamunda to serve as their 
shop. This passenger guards van has 
been placed on a length of specially 
laid track on a piece of land in Railway 
Road, Kalamunda, which in days gone by 
was the Kalamunda Railway Station. In- 
cidently, the Kalamunda Station building, 
along with a preserved G class loco, 
form part of the adjacent Kalamunda His- 
tory Village. 

The Arts and Craft Group plan to 
renovate the van and at the time of writ- 
ing these notes, the van had received 
an undercoat of paint; however, it is 
not known whether it will be repainted 
in its original cream and green paint 
scheme. 


NEW EXHIBIT 

The newest exhibit at the ARHS Rail 
Transport Museum is the Westrail, ex 
Midland Railway E class diesel shunter. 
This loco is a small diesel hydraulic 
O-6-O powered by a Rolls Royce engine 
and entered service with the Midland 
Railway at their Midland (Junction) yards 
in February 1957. 

When the Midland Railway was taken 
Over by the then WAGR on 1/8/64, E30 
became part of the Government system 
but kept its original classification 
and number. The loco was painted in 
the standard WAGR larch green in 1967, 
but the Museum plans to restore the loco 
into its original Midland Railways colour 
scheme. 


Zs RETIRED? 

During February of this year, the 
three Z class diesel mechanical O-6-Os 
were written off and delivered to the 
Midland 'Salvage Yard'. 

However, this was not to be the 
"end of the line' for these locos as 
two of the three have been purchased 
by preservation groups. 

, 21152 - has departed to 'Steamtown', 

Peterborough, South Australia 


‘ Z1152. - has departed to Pinjarra 
for the Hotham Valley Tourist Railway 
Both Z classes are to be used as 

shunters by their respective owners. 

: Z1151 - has the unique distinction 
of being the first diesel locomotive 
to enter service with the WAGR - 
doing so on 14 October 1953. 


Dd596 TO BE RESTORED 

The WA Division of the Australian 
Railway Historical Society is currently 
working on restoring the baltic tank 
loco, Dd596, with the aim of returning 
it to service on ARHS rail tours some 
time in 1984, 

Whether this will eventuate depends 
on the loco passing a hydrostatic test 
to one and a half times its normal working 
boiler pressure, and most of the work 
has been directed to Cleaning up the 
loco and preparing it for this important 
test. 


MT NEWMAN BANKING TRIALS 

e Mt Newman Mining Company has 
just finished a series of trials involving 
banking two extra locomotives with its 
trains for a steep section of track 
through the Chichester Range when the 
trains carry iron ore from Newman to 
Port Hedland. Here the line climbs 
100 m over 32 km in comparison with the 
Overall downhill run of 500 m in 462 km. 

According to the report in the ‘West 
Australian’ of 4 April 1983, not only 
will this banking save up to 10% on fuel 
costs, but will also considerably reduce 
the wear and tear on rails, wheels and 
traction motors. 

The trials entailed two locomotives 
coupling on to the rear of a .180__wagon 
train lead by three locomotives and co- 
ordinating their actions by radio the 
five locomotives lifted the train up 
through the Chichester Range. 

A spokesman said that the banking, 
together with the lifting of the speed 
limit at which trains can coast on the 
downhill run, from 65 kmh to 75 kmh, 
could save the Company $1.75 million 
per year. 


HHH HHH 
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Westrail Guards Van - 23427 awaiting renovation at Kalamunda, WA. 


WAGR E Class - OH - 0-6-0 Shunting at Midland Workshops in 1968. The Midland Railway 


plates can be clearly seen on cab side. 
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FROM THE MAILBOX 


The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Rex 

I'm writing to confirm my resignation 
as Advertising Manager to Journal. A 
position I held during the transition 
period to the better publication we now 
have. My reason for taking up the job 
was twofold. Firstly, if one is able 
to find the time to belong to a recrea- 
should also 
find the time to contribute some effort 
to its running, and, secondly, although 
I have heavy commitments elsewhere in 


the hobby, it seemed that nobody else 


tional organisation, one 


would volunte2r to relieve Stuart Wester- 
man of some of the considerabie load 
he carries fcr members. 

The jot of Acvertising Manager now 
falls into *he Managing Editor's domain, 
and advertising revenue, derived from 
copy placed, is to the benefit of all. 
Regrettably, a considerable 
the information carried by our advertising 


amount of 


is still of more value to Victorians 
than those of other States, although 
Queensland will perhaps have more inter- 
State visitors this year at their exhi- 
PLELOMs 

The point is, that every one of 
US, man, woman and child (even gadabout 
Editors, Rex me hearty), can front up to 
non-advertising train dealers and show 
their latest Journal with pride. Then 
ask them to do something about putting 
their State on the map. We should all 
insist, for the dealers' sakes, that 
they write to Gordon Duncan forthwith. 
We all know that we can find Gordon's 
address in the Credits, don't we? 

Through advertising we could have 
a bigger and better Journal because there 
should be that little extra to spend. 
Moreover, we will all be the richer be- 
Cause our Committee will be able to refuse 
that 10% of nothing pay rise demanded 


by State sub-editors for not obtaining 
advertising copy. 
Sincerely 
Frank Sheeran 


PS [ offer one unopened bottle of Carl- 
ton Draught to the first non-Victorian 
member who induces an advertiser to sign 
up for six issues (and can prove it!). 
TwO bottles if he or she is a 'Westralian' 

Frank 


(Who pays the freight - or do you deliver 
personally? 
6D [he AD-Man) 


The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Rex 

[ was wondering if you could put 
a query in the Journal for me. I would 
like to know if there is anybody who 
could let me know what colour uniforms 
the Railway personnel wore on the LMS 
line around about 1940 till British Rail 
took over. 

I read Journal with interest every 
time it is published and look forward 
EOwie. I am sorry and must apologise 
for my writing, but don't often put pen 
to paper, but I am beginning to learn 
that if you don't, one doesn't learn 
any thing. This is my first letter to 
any magazine or paper. 

Hope you can understand it. 

Thanking you 
I remain yours 
Arthur Woods 


PS I meant all rail staff - drivers, 
firemen, porters, etc. 
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The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Rex 

I have just received my issue No 152 
today and my faith in the Vicanites get- 
ting the act together eventually has 
been justified. To them all, well done, 
as good as a commercial job and in only 
three attempts. | 

As for all the knockers, etc, go 
fly a kite. Let's face it, they (in 
Victoria) at least tried- - WHAT DID YOU 
DO? | 3 
| With all the flak in the recent 
times, especially | the bit from WA, I 
feel the issue has been clouded over. 
‘The real issue is that the MEMBERS form 
AMRA who make the JOURNAL . It is not 
a commercial business or such that is 
making the Journal what it is, it is 
the’ wholesale APATHY of the members. 
Just for the record, did Paul Kehoe take 
an active part in producing a journal 
or support it in many articles, letters 
(of an informative type) or pictures? 

Another thing, is that AMRA is an 
association of members of like interest, 
not a club. Do not confuse the two. 
In the capital cities most AMRA members 
are in the Branch clublike atmosphere, 
but out here in the bush all we have 


is the Journal and the ASSOCIATION of 
the members when we go to the city. AMRA 
is to foster the development of model 
railways throughout the continent, as 
1) as nurture those already affected 
ch Lon 
seems to me that those in the 
comfortable city clublike atmusonere 
are the main groaners ard yet ‘hey get 
the most from AMRA. Ever tried to get 


a KD coupler on a Saturday morning in 
the bush? 

No the only answer is to lament 
forever until all members feel guilty 
and devote one hour a month to doing 
something for the Journal - 800 odd man- 
hours would produce a lot of work, and 
articles; and the country ones would 
mainly be limited to articles where the 
city members could help with labels, 
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pasting, etc, or whatever. 

One final point is that to help 
in the Journal does require a giving 
up of your own modelling time, and to 
those who have been doing the work for 
years, my thanks to you all. But to 
those who haven't and are great modellers, 
own fantastic layouts, etc, just remember 
that you might not be in that situation 
if AMRA was not around fostering model- 
lers, etc. After all I believe if it 
wasn't for AMRM, the great commercial, 
albiet volunteer, magazine, we would 
not have the great range of commercially 
available Australian models. 

Without all the voluntary associa- 
tions and magazines we all would be still 
playing with clockwork Hornby trains (no 
offence to clockwork Hornby modellers. 


meant), so my advice is to all give a 


little time and effort - an hour a month 
on your part and you will receive the 
results of 800 odd hours of work from 
the others. If it ever happened the 
Journal (judging by the results from 
its current level of support) would prob- 
ably have to become weekly - dream, dream! 

Ken Edge-Williams 
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The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Jear Rex 

The SNCF Society is an pnalaerebaged 
special interest group favouring the 
railways of France. Not only the SNCF 
itself, but also the companies that 
were nationalised in the late 1930s to 
form the national system and the many 
standard and narrow gauge private rail- 
ways, some of which still exist, that 
were to be found throughout the Republic. 

While most of the members live in 
the United Kingdom, the membership is 
iorld-wide, with even a tiny membership 
in Australia, with half of them, all 

wo of us, residing in Victoria. 

As some of the AMRA members have 
shown an interest in the TGV, going by 
the letters that have appeared in Journal, 
and the number of. the. Lima sets that 
have been bought, I thought I would bring 
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to the attention of the members some- 
thing I found in the SNCF Society Journal. 
All acknowledgements are to Andy Hart, 
the Editor of that publication. 
"WE KNOW WE LIKE REALISM, BUT..... 
"Loco-Revue (the French model railway 
magazine) in reviewing the latest version 
of the Lima TGV, decided to put it through 
the same rigorous test as the prototype, 


that is, to see if it could’ achieve a 
scale 380 kmh. First, after running 
in, a unit was worked up to a ‘scale 


260 kmh on an actual test track. This 
was reached under 15 volts. Slow running 
was then described as ‘indifferent’. 

As the test track itself could not 


be upgraded for’a record 'run', a static 


dynamometer was loaded to ‘simulate a 
“4O-car train and the motor coach only 
mounted on it. The equivalent speed 


of 121.5 cm/sec (=380 kmh) was duly at- 
tained, 2? volts, with the head- 
lights blazing, terrible motor and gear 
but not, 
overheating. 

At the same time some figures are 
given about the full size TGV which has 
just passed its first anniversary in 
setvice. It is expected that by 1985/86, 
17) million passengers will be routed 
along the new Paris-Sud-Est high speed 
line. Next summer (European the _ser- 
vice speed will be raised from 26 O 
270. kmh. At present, services reach 
Lyon, St Etienne, Marseille, Montpellier, 
Besancon, Geneva and Chambery . They 
will shortly be extended to Lausanne, 
for which purpose six of the sets will 
be equipped for three voltage operation. 
The last of the 87 sets on order will 
be delivered in 1983, Grenoble will 
be added to the network when the elec- 
trification from Lyon is completed." 

If any other members of the AMRA 
are interested in modelling the French 
Railways, then I would strongly advise 
them to contact the SNCF Society. They 
can do this by writing to - 

John Rowcroft 

13 Highlands Road 

SEAFORD SUSSEX 


under 


noise, Surprisingly, excessive 


ENGLAND 


8600. 


and not forgetting to enclose a couple 
of IRCs. 

For those who have the Lima TGV 
(and I might mention here that they and 
Bachmann are both going to bring it out 
in N scale), the French have named several 
of the sets as they have a large number 
of electric and diesel locomotives and 
railcar sets. 

The present series of locomotives, 
etc, named chiefly after towns, began 
with No BB-15006 METZ, which was baptised 
on 2 June 1973. For each locomotive, 
Six copies of the shield are cast (eight 
for RTG, . TGV 
which two (or 


units), of 
are fitted to the 
loco, ane kept at the loco's 


and multiple 
four ) 
home depot, 
one set to the Musee des Chemins de Fer, 
Mulhouse, one presented to the town spon- 
these 
at SNCF MQ for 
Great care is taken to ensure 
that the patterns are heraldically corr- 
ect, and, in some cases (for instance 
F leurey-les-Aubrais), 


soring the naming (a nice touch, 
last two), and one kept 


reference. 


it has been neces- 
Sary to have a coat-of-arms especially 
Created for the purpose when the town 
itself did not previously have a blazon. 


That above name, incidentally, is borne 


by a BB8500 class DC electric number 
Interested modellers may note that 
several blazons in etched brass are avail- 
able in HO scale from Teletrain and which 
can be purchased from such dealers as 
CLAREL, 25 rue de la Roquette, PARIS 
Ile. Ask them, at the same time, about 
their own super-detailed, repainted, 
10-car version at only 1500 francs (about 
$240). 

Some of the TGV sets have duplicated 
names already given to other stock which 
retain their plaques. 

TGV (unit numbers) 

03 Belfort 
(also borne by CC-72000 class number 
72090 ) 

04 Rambouillet 

06 Frasne 

O77 Conflans-Ste Honorine 

08 Rouen 
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09 
10 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 


rh 
18 


3 
20 
21 


22 
3 
24 
25 


26 


28 


£o 


42 


Vincennes 

Hayange 

Le Havre 

Ahlon-sur-Seine 

Montpellier 

Pau 

Lyon 
(also borne by RTG Turbotrains power 
cars 2003 and 2004, which are both 
within the same set) 

Tergnier 

Le Creusot 
(also borne by BB-25150 class number 
25175 and which, at present, is the 
only one of the class named) 

St Amand-les-Eaux 

Colmar 

Dijon 
(also borne by BB-22200 class number 
22276 ) | 

Valenciennes 

Montbard 

Alfortville 

Besancon 
(also borne by TRG Turbotrain power 
cars 2021 and 2022, which are both 
within the same set) 

St Etienne 
(also borne by BB-7200 class number 
7240 and, formerly by 7202, so it 
appears that the names are handed on 
to other locos within the same class 
as units are some 
reason) 

Macon 

Montelimar 
(some lists give the name Besancon 
to this number) 

Villeneuve St Georges 
(also borne by BB-7200 class number 
7243 and previously by 7205) 

Lille 

Combs-la-Ville 

Maisons-Alfort 

Dunkerque 

St Germain-en-Laye 

Thonon + Evian 

Versailles 
(also borne by BB-25200 class number 
25251 ) 

Chambery 
(also borne by 8B-7200 class number 


withdrawn for 


7236) 

43  Aix-les-Bains 
(also borne by RIG Turbotrain power 
cars 2001 and 2002, both of which 
are in the same set) 

44 Clermont-Ferrand 
(also borne by RIG Turbotrain power 
cars 2011 and 2012, both of which 
are in the same set) 


45 Valence 

46 Contrexeville 

47? Nancy 
(also borne by BB-15000 class number 
15008) 


48 Comte de Nice 
49 Rennes 
50 Beauvais 
51 Givors + Grigny-Badan 
52 Geneve 
55 Denain 
Clarel also have their own Letraset 
transfers and the Miniakit transfers 
for the TGV sets and when their new list 
arrives I will forward a copy for the 
interest of any modellers. 
Regards 
Ern Raddatz 
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INFORMATION REQUIRED 


'Armchair' modellers (and others, 
of course) may be interested in the foll- 
owing extract from a letter received 
by one of our members, B E Thoday of WA: 

"T am an Italian boy of 18 years 
of age. I am very interested in railways 
around the world. T would like to ex- 
change information on the FS (Italian 
State Railways) for information on Aust- 
ralian railways. 

Particularly photographs, but draw- 
ings or anything else would be apprec- 
iated." 

Please write to - 

Gianni Mainella 

via G Leopardi, 1 

86170 ISERNIA 

ITALY 
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“N'GAUGE COLOURLIGHT SIGNALS. 


Because of the lack of commercially 
available represent NSW 
double colour light signals, I decided to 


Signals that 


scratchbui!d some of my modules. For 
the lamps it was decided that LEDs (Light 
emitting diodes) were to be used as they 
Give an even light output which shows 
Up well, even under bright lights and 
as compared to grain of wheat or grain 
of rice globes which are too large in 
every respect and the colour lacquer 
and tends to 


Brass was used for the 


is easily scratched off 
fade with use. 
post and base as this would form a common 
return for all LEDs. 
CONSTRUCTION 

Ihe base was made from a 4 mm brass 
round head machine screw; this was turned 
a lathe to 
reduce the diameter of the head 
and bore -a hole 


in a remove the screwdriver 
slot, | 
First a 
1.5. mm. hole was bored right through the 
screw, then this was enlarged to 2.25 mm 
diameter for a depth of 5 mm from each 


end (see fig 1). 


through it. 


The post section was 
made from a piece of 1.5 mm diameter 
brass tube 38 mm long soldered 
Piece of 2.25 mm diameter 


8 mm long (see fig 1). 


into a 
brass tube 
The post section 
was then soldered into the base section, 
the top of the post was filled with solder 
which was filed to represent a post cap. 


ee 


pp At 
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POST 
a fig 1. 
LEDs 
The LEDs used were Hewlett Packard 
subminiature solid state lamps, with 


part numbers as follows: 


DAVID BENNETT 


‘ Red - HLMP 6000 
HLMP 6400 
HLMP 6500 


' Yellow - 
Greeioe 


0.8 R~ ee 
os 
Ni 
j cme Ss 
[ a 
| | 
Lb Le 


The leads of the LEDs were bent 
down as shown dotted in EG: <2 The 
cathodes of the LEDs were soldered to 
the brass post with the LEDs in the cor- 
rect colour order and at the appropriate 
height; 
ed up with a fine file as this was the 
Side of the signal that was 
the public at exhibitions. Most of 
the signals have two groups of three 
LEDs. Below each red LED on the anode 
Side of the post a small hole was drilled 
with a number 60 drill. This was then 
alongated vertically and any burr removed 


these soldered joints were clean- 


viewed by 


to allow the wire to pass through without 
damaging the insulation. The wire used 


Was 0.125 mm enamelled copper wire; 
allows the = six 
to run up inside the post; these wires 
were then soldered to the anodes of the 
LEDs. 

A piece of insulation stripped off 
medium duty hook up wire was slipped 
Over the copper wires and into the 2.25 mm 
hole in the bottom of the base to protect 
these wires where they leave the base. 


A section of Walthers brass ladder stock 


using this size wires 
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was then soldered to the base and post. 

To complete the signal it was then 
necessary to make up some surrounds and 
hoods for the LEDs; the surrounds were 
made from 0.5 mm styrene sheet carefully 
marked out, cut, filed and drilled to 
fit the LEDs. The hoods were made from 
Evergreen strip styrene 1.5 mm x 0.375 mm 
which were bent to shape and glued using 
super glue. 

PAINTING 
The surround and hood assemblies 


were painted matt black before install- 


ation; the whole of the signal was then 
painted gloss white all over, except 
the fronts of the LEDs. After they 
were dry, the post cap, ladder, base 


and LED bases were painted matt black; 
the surround and hood assemblies were 
fixed to the LEDs using matt black paint; 
paint was used as a glue here to enable 
these assemblies to be replaced if nec- 
essary. 
INSTALLATION 

To instali the all that 
was necessary was to drill a clearance 
hole for the screw through the baseboard. 


signal, 


in position, 
an electrical lug placed on the 
end and then the nut put on and tightened. 
The electrical lug was used for the con- 
nection of the common return for the 
LEDs. 

OPERATION 

Since the LEDs were to operate on 
12 V, dvc., a series resistor was required 
to limit the current through the LEDs; 
it was found that for even light output 
from the LEDs, that three different values 
of resistance were required - green 960, 
yellow 2200 and red 5600. These resis- 
tors were mounted on a piece of Vero 
board located under the baseboard adjacent 
to the signal; this provided a junction 
point for the six copper wires from the 
signal to join wiring from the control 
circuits. 

The signals operated on my N gauge 
modules with automatic detection of trains 
provided by light dependent resistors 
located between the rails and connected 
to electronic circuits which provide 


The signal was inserted 


lower 
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time delays where necessary. [hey were 
exhibited as part of the AMRA NSW Branch 
layout at the Sydney exhibition in October 
1982 and attracted a lot of attention 
from the public and serious modellers 
alike. 
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The ‘Rocket’ — with lowered cylinders 


‘sy as later modified. 
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A Master Modeller Tells — 


30-45 minutes, the Floquil will 


The following is the first of a 
number of short articles, hints and tips 
written by Rick Richardson which will 
be published in Journal. Mr Richardson 
was the winner of the Open Modelling 
Cup at the 1982 AMRA (Victorian) Exhi- 
bition and many visitors and members will 
remember his) magnificient model of a 
'TRINKLE MILL', even though the actual 
meaning of the title eludes most of us. 

Many Australian model railroaders, 
particularly those following United States 
prototypes, use Floquil paint for model 
Finishing. It is available in a large 
colour range, including a $number of 
‘weathering’ tints, dries flat, does 
not clog detail and can be sprayed or 
brush applied. 

However, it is slow to work with 
if the project includes two or more col- 
ours, or a lot of subsequent weathering. 
The initial coat, particularly on metal, 
requires at least six to eight days' 
air drying time to properly harden. 
This will ensure that masking for a diff- 
erent colour coat, or application of 
overspraying or brushing weathering tech- 
Migues does not disturb and perhaps even 
ruin the original base coat. Once cured, 
Floquil. is extremely hard, and is then 
not even affected by Dio-Sol, its own 
solvent. 


To speed this curing process, apply 


heat. A convenient way to do this is 
with an infra-red lamp, as used by pro- 
fessional spray painters. 240 volt, 
250 watt lamps are available for about 
$1Q in Melbourne, with either BC or ES 
bases, to fit into a desk lamp or similar 
Fitment. Unlike ultra-violet = rays, 
infra-red rays are. harmless, in fact 
the pleasant heat from such lamps is 
commonly used to treat mild arthritis, 
strained muscles and similar human ail- 
ments. 

Place the newly painted metal model 
under the lamp at a distance of 8-10". 


Within 
be hard baked. Take great caution with 
a wooden model using this process. 
Never (repeat NEVER) bake a plastic model, 
or one containing plastic parts. The 


plastic will melt. Place your hand 
under the lamp and feel a pleasant warmth. 
Yet, after 30 minutes, a metal model 
can become too hot to comfortably handle. 
(No - it won't melt the solder in your 
masterpiece.) The infra-red heat pene- 
trates right into and through the material 
so don't sit your model on a vinyl covered 
floor - the vinyl may melt! 

As with all specialised paint prod- 
ucts, it is mecessary to use _ solvent 
supplied by the manufacturer for thinning, 
and for cleaning processes after the 
work is complete. Floquil call their 
thinner Dio-Sol, and claim it is inexpen- 
Sive. This may be so in the USA, but 
the largest container available in Aust- 
ralia is a 473 ml (16 fluid ounce) can, 
retailing at around $6.75. 

Obtain a 500 gram screw top glass 
jar such as that in which jam is purch- 
ased. Keep it handy on the work bench, 
and tip all the remainders of thinned 
Floquil, ‘dirty’ Dio-Sol from washing 
and cleaning brushes and air brushes 
and similar left-overs into this jar. 
When full, cap the container, label and 
date it, and set aside this dreadful 
looking concoction for three months on 
a shelf where it can remain undisturbed. 
The solids in the solution will slowly 
settle to the bottom, leaving the upper 
liquid virtually clear. Carefully decant 
this clarified thinner into a clean jar 
for reuse, and consign the original jar 
still containing the heavy jelly like 
sediment into ‘the trash can. A 500 gram 
jar will usually yield about 400 ml of 
reusable Dio-Sol at a present value of 
around $6. 
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by Tim Dunlop 


Having been concerned with the supply 
function for many years, one of the con- 
cepts which drew my attention just after 
World War 2, was that of a ‘Universal 
Stores Catalogue’. Having had some 
service in the Army, I was familiar with 
the ‘Boots, leather, black, troops for 
the use of' concept. Subsequently, 
my various and solo attempts to prepare 
a stores catalogue at each place of em- 
ployment were not very successful outside 
the firm that I happened to be with at 
the time. | | a 

During the 60s, I heard about a system 
being implemented in the Armed Forces, 
but presumed that its use would be re- 
stricted to the Services. However , 
in early 1978, I attended a lecture given 
by Paul Higgins of the Central Cataloguing 
Section, in the course of which he dis- 
cussed the advantages of a 'Common Supply 
Language’, based on the NATO Codification 
System as used by the Australian Defence 
Services, and administered for them by 
the Defence Cataloguing Authority. 

At that time, I was the Supply Manager 
of the Austin Hospital, in Heidelberg, 
a suburb of Melbourne, and, because of 
my interest in the subject, I obtained 
approval from the hospital ‘management 
to implement the AUSLANG (Australian 
Supply Language) program at Austin Hos- 
pital, taking full advantage of the infor- 
mation and assistance offered by the 
Central Cataloguing Section. After 
quite a deal of work, the use of a combin- 
ed dictionary/catalogue which listed 
APPROVED ITEM NAMES, and their common 
or colloquial names proved to be of im- 
mense value, and presented little diff- 
iculty in the introduction, and use, 
of AUSLANG by hospital staff. As a 
matter of interest, the program was taken 
up by other major hospitals in Melbourne, 
and a fairly comprehensive ‘Item Name 
Index' for use in the health care field 
was completed in February 1983. 


- shifter; 

- Crescent; 

- shifting spanner; 

- shifting wrench; 

.- Crescent spanner; 

- Crescent wrench; 

- adjustable spanner; 

« adjustable wrench; 

¢ spanner, open end, adjustable; 

« wrench, open end, adjustable. 

The APPROVED ITEM NAME for all the 
above is - ‘WRENCH, ADJUSTABLE, OPEN 
END', Thus, for the above, the diction- 


ary/catalogue, in part, would read - 


» adjustable spanner: 

JUSTABLE,: OPEN END; 
- Crescents see WRENCH, . ADJUSTABLE, 

OPEN END; 
- shifters 

OPEN END; 
« shifting wrenchs. 

ABLE, OPEN END; 

- WRENCH, ADJUSTABLE, OPEN END. 

All the common or colloquial names 
are in lower case (small type), and all 
the APPROVED ITEM NAMES are in upper 
case (LARGE TYPE), and, as is apparent, 
all the referrals are back to the APPROVED 
ITEM NAME. | 

While there is not yet an apparent 
commercial need in the model railway 


world, I suggest that use of a Common 


see WRENCH, AD- 


see WRENCH, ADJUSTABLE, 


see WRENCH . ADJUST- 


Supply Lanquage in the model railway 


hobby would be of immense value to railway 
modellers, stockists and manufacturers, 
and, indeed, to our full-size Trailways, 
as well as being a very ‘useful addition 
to the already established AMRA Standards. 
One thing is certain, if used, such a 
dictionary/catalogue would be of immense 
value to those hobbyists who obtain their 
bits and pieces by mail order. 

As a short guide to such a model 
Tailway  dictionary/catalogue, I suggest 
that it be formatted as follows: 

- box car: see RAILWAY CAR, BOX 

- hoppers see RAILWAY CAR, HOPPER 

- diesel engine, railway: see - 
LOCOMOTIVE, DIESEL ELECTRIC 
LOCOMOTIVE, DIESEL MECHANIC 
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» engine, railway: see LOCOMOTIVE 
- loco: see LOCOMOTIVE 
LOCOMOTIVE, AUTORAILER 
LOCOMOTIVE, DIESEL ELECTRIC 
LOCOMOTIVE, DIESEL MECHANIC 
LOCOMOTIVE, GASOLINE MECHANICAL 
LOCOMOTIVE, STEAM 
RAILWAY CAR, STEAM 
RAILWAY CAR, BOX 
RAILWAY CAR, HOPPER 
» steam engines see LOCOMOTIVE, STEAM 
Naturally, there would be a lot more 
items, added to and interspersed between 
the items in the above example. 


Thanks to the Department of Science 
and Technology's Central Cataloguing 
Section, with whom I have been working 
closely for the past five years on the 
AUSLANG project for health care areas, 
I already have a fair bit of information 
on full size railways in my possession. 
As a. starter, I would be prepared to 
list all the relevant data in lexicograph- 
ical sequence, including any common or 
colloquial names that I am aware of, 
and then maintain the file up-date. 

I would need help to prepare a primary 
listing of purely model railway items, 
so, if you are interested, send me the 
names of any model railway items that 
you feel should be listed in a model 
railway dictionary/catalogue of APPROVED 
ITEM NAMES, common and colloquial names. 
My address is - 

103 Yarralea Street 

-ALPHINGTON Vic 3078 

If I do not already have the infor- 
mation, I will liaise with the Central 
Cataloguing Section to obtain the APPROVED 
ITEM NAME. a 
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COMMAND CONTROL =: AN AUSSIE VERSION. 


by Graham Watson. 


Command Control is a _ system for 
the simultaneous control of more than 
one locomotive on a model railway layout 
without the use of any block control 
wiring, iee. a 'two-wire cont:al system’. 


The best known system at this point 
in time is the Hornby 'Zero One" system. 
However, ,at a recent meeting, a visitor 
from South Australia brought with hin, 
and demonstrated, a command control system 
produced in his home state. 

Produced by ‘Silicon Systems Pty 
Ltd' of PO Box 501, Modbury SA 5092, 
the system looked very neat, and highly 
impressed those present at the Clubrooms 
with its fine control, ease of use and 
its flexibility. 

In the Silicon Systems Command Con- 
trol, control of the locomotives is 
achieved by a carrier link using the 
rails on the layout to supply both trac- 
tion power and control signals to each 
locomotive in use. © The power module 
will accept up to six walk-around hand 
throttles. The system provides 18 
channels. It is possible to ‘operate 
18 different locos. Each loco.--to. be 
must be fitted with a 'Silicon System' 
receiver module (chip). 

The system is available as individ- 
ual items or as a starter system consist- 
ing of a Power Module, a hand throttle 
with connecting cord and four Receiver 
Modules. 


The 'starter system’ is priced at 


$350, with extra throttles $100 each 
and extra chip $25. 
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AFTER YOU HAVE GONE 


The membership of AMRA is made up 
of people of all ages, but predominant 
are men of middle age and older. It's 
to the middle aged and older men that 
this message is directed. Gentlemen, 
no doubt the layout that you now have 
and enjoy is the pride of your life, 
but what if your life should end today 
or. tomorrow? What will happen to your 
layout then? Most of us are fortunate 
in having someone to leave it to, but 
what if they don't want it or don't know 
what to do with it? As so very often 
happens, the widow or relatives are dis- 
traught and do not know the value of 
your layout. Then there's always that 
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located, should contact the - 
Secretary 
Geoff Taylor 
2 Yelverton Street 
SYDENHAM NSW 2044 


‘some one' who comes along and offers 
to take it off their hands for a small 
sum - it could be worth many hundreds 
of dollars! 

What I am suggesting is that you 
make arrangements in your Will and with 
your local branch of AMRA for it to value 
the layout and advise your relatives, 
or, of course, you could always will 
the layout to the local branch of AMRA. 
Whatever the outcome, something worth 
thinking about, and it will give you 
peace of mind to know that your layout 
and the interest of your relatives is 
in good hands. 

Henry Brooks 
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A FELLOW ORGANISATION. 


THE HORNBY RAILWAY COLLECTORS' ASSOCIATION 


et  - eresrene sesena oreo -mesmnene 


OF AUSTRALIA. 
by Frank Sheeran. 


Those readers who are regular exhi- 
bition goers along the eastern seaboard 
and in SA, are well aware that there 
is a sister organisation to the British 
HRCA flexing its muscles right here in 
Australia. Indeed, at least nine diff- 
erent layouts have appeared at exhibitions 
representing QO gauge tinplate and Dublo 
two and three rail, in an arc from 
Adelaide to Brisbane. Perhaps more. 

In NSW and Victoria, particularly, 
an ambitious calendar exists for meets 
at. members' homes, and Tasmania, Queens- 
land and South Australia are coming along 
nicely. There have been two meets re- 
cently in ACT, only Antarctica, NT and WA 
remain to be tamed. A 'Journal' of 
quality and considerable pictorial content 
is published quarterly and runs for over 
40 pages. Membership approximates 140. 

The once only joining fee is $8 
and subscription stands at $15. Member- 
ship is by nomination, which can only 
be achieved by getting to know members 
and deciding if the HRCAA is one's scene. 
Those cut off from AMRA State branch 
activities in Brisbane, Melbourne and 
Sydney’, where HRCAA members can be easily 
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Telephone O02 516 5585 


for information about local members. 
A couple of pioneer members in West 
Australia would be most welcome. 
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AMRA_: THEN AND NOW. —Kicc Arehard son . 


It was the evening of. Thursday 
25 August. 1955 at the opening session 
of the 10-day 'All Models Exhibition’. 
Melbourne's enormous Exhibition Building 
was crammed with a glittering array of 
Victoria's best models, plus the first 
of the near 100 O00 visitors who were 
to stream endlessly into that vast space 
to gape, often in awe, at a veritable 
armada of hand-built scale models ships 
and trains and planes and things. 

By far the newest and youngest model 
group represented at that first great 
post-war coming together of model builders 
was the AMRA - then a barely four years 
Old, but lusty infant. We had done 
ourselves and our chosen hobby proud, 
with a handsomely modern 30 metre long x 
2 metre deep x 3 metre high prestige 
stand. Triumphantly surmounting this 
massive construction was our brilliantly 
spot-lit ‘Wheel on Rail' emblem.  Faith- 
fully reproduced in painted wood in full 
three dimensional prototype size, the 
wheel slowly rolled on the real fishplated 
rail joint. Our Association was youth- 
ful, enthusiastic, and going places. 
Tim Dunlop and myself, as Secretary and 
President respectively, had originally 
envisaged four years earlier that an 
eventual total of 100 members might be 
aiming a little too high. When this 
"Big Show' opened, AMRA already had a 
paid up membership of around 200. 
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Of all the brightly floodlit scenes, 
amplified sounds and six deep crowds 
pressing the crush barriers to watch 
our procession of trains roll by - what 
do I most vividly remember of that first 
heady night, now so long ago? The memory 
springs back instantly. The quietly 
spoken young man who finally squeezed 
himself through into the front rank, 
caught my attention, and asked that old 


old question - ‘How do you get started 
in model trains, Mate?'. So I gave 
him the whole obit! Scales, gauges, 


prototypes, proprietary trains, scratch- 
building, with him jotting copious notes 
in the marains of his large 70 page "Ex- 
hibition Guide’. Stopping for breath, 
but certain of another convert and new 
member, 1 lightly asked whether he'd 
like to join the Association right there, 
on the spot. "Well", said he, "Tm fot 
interested so much for myself as for my 
boy". Somewhat crestfallen, I enquired 
the age of his son. With the pride 
of new fatherhood beaming from his face 
came the answer - "Four days!". 

Well, that new baby is presumably 
now approaching JQ years old, and is 
may be a_ father himself, for I never 
did meet his Dad again. But there were 
a lot of other guys at that Exhibition 
who had worked in various ways to get 
that big AMRA exhibit and our. Association 
on its feet. Men like Sydneyside manu- 
facturers 'Pop' Steward of O Gauge House, 
Gordon Usherwood of Fleet Scale Model 
Railway Equipment, Bill Lowry of BPR 
Models in Melbourne, Clem 'Meadmcre ms)e 
Meadmore Models, Smiling Ern Mainka of 
“Main Hobby Depot, our first Editor, Mayer 
Levy, our first Vice President, Bryan 
McClure, our first Assistant Secretary. 
Sadly we will never see any of them again. 
What would they think of AMRA, almost 
30 years on in 1983? Frankly, I don't 
imagine they would be all that impressed. 

Why? Well, if we had 200 members 
in 1955, after four years’ existence, 
what should the membership ve now in 
the 1980s? Allowing for the inevitable 
drop outs in any hobby activity, perhaps 
a conservative S000” "an", you say, 
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"but you and Dunlop only originally ex- 
pected about 100 members". True, but 
we didn't have a crystal ball, and, more 
practically, we quickly discovered the 
wonders of personal contact. - 

Mayer Levy was an insurance salesman, 
and an extremely efficient one. The 
man could sell anything! Give him a 
wooden pull along toy engine with all 
but one wheel missing, and if he put 
his mind to it, someone would be pleased 
to buy it as a scale model 0-4-0! We 
also had Ray Pearson, of Richmond Central 
Railway Workshops. Ray, surely the 
most humorous gentleman to ever grace 
the pages of model railroad history in 
this country, was, and still is, a gregar- 
fous soul who could convulse a hall full 
of model railroaders into helpless laugh- 
ter on the subject of model trains. 
To this fine man we owe the idea of State 
Branches. As a result of his lobbying, 
the Victorian Branch came into being 
in February 1953, followed by» the for- 
mation of the Queensland Branch, organised 
initially by Dr Steve Suggitt .in Brisbane. 

Mayer and myself embarked: on an 
absolute orgy of visits to known model 
railroaders. Some were already members 
of AMRA, most were not. With me doing 
the ‘train talking’, and Mayer silver 
tongueing the benefits of belonging to 
the Association, we did a pretty good 
job of boosting membership. And nearly 
every new member could, in turn, supply 
the name and address of another model 
railroader we had never heard of. While 
this extended safari was going on, Tim 
was glued to his typewriter writing per- 
sonal letter after personal letter to 
model railroaders who lived too far away 
to be visited. So you see, AMRA didn't 
initially ‘just grow’, it was literally 
force fed! | | 

So more and more new members began 
co turn up for initial visits to this 
new curiosity - the 'Old Vic'. In those 
distant days we met in handsgme and large 


St Mark's Hall in Fitzroy, a venue myster- 


iously arranged free of rent by that 
indefatigable behind the scenes AMRA 
worker, Ernie Dean. These newcomers 
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were immediately singled out by one of 
three or four hand picked guys who's 
sole job each meet was to make sure no 
visitor came to the Branch without being 
introduced to others with kindred inter- 
ests. They were individually glad-hand- 
ed, made to feel welcome, and each man 
'belonged' as soon as he set foot inside 
that hall. 

By contrast, I visited the present 
Victorian Branch headquarters, for the 
first time in years, during 1980.. "Mag- 
nificient" is the operative word -- surely, 
no where in the world, including the 
great US of A, can a relatively small 
model railway group occupy better or 
more extensive premises, with the freehold 
owned. outright! © What a tribute to the 
foresight and business acumen of the 
‘Branch Office Bearers whe arranged that 
handsome purchase. oa we 

I noted with silent pride my name 
in gold lettering, heading the two 'Honour 
Rolls' - the long lists of Presidents 
and Organising Chairmen of AMRA and the 
Victorian . Branch - but something was 
missing - may be I struck an ‘off night! - 
‘I was merely a -'visitor', known as far 
as I could tell, to not ome person in 
the 60 or 70 men and women in that audit- 
orium. No one bade me welcome, singled 
me out for any conversation, or even 
enquired if I was a new member. Sa, 
I had a silent cup of coffee at 10 pm 
and went home!! 


Now, just in case anyone considers 
that I walked out in a 'huff' and am 
carrying a large 'chip' on my shoulder - 
stop a moment and think!! Suppose I 
had a_'new member', or a visitor 
with an idea of joining up, just "taking 
a look’ - what sort of an impression 
would I have got? That the assembled 
company were a friendly bunch of fellow 
enthusiasts, pleased to see a new face? 
Or that the feeling was ‘wonder what 
he is doing here - haven't seen him 
before’! 

Is there something basically wrong 
with AMRA in its fourth decade? I don't 
really think so, but perhaps there is 


then also embryonic AMC. 
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something wrong with the way it. currently 
presents itself. My vaguely depressing 
experience that evening a couple of years 
ago seems to point up the difference 
between the Association we created in 
1951 and the organisation known by the 
same name in 1983. 

We now live in a harder, less friend- 
ly world, where everyone seems to demand 
more and be prepared to give less - even 
though it has been proven, beyond doubt, 
that if you give nothing, that is exactly 


-what you will receive in return. 


At that 'All Models Exhibition’ 
in long ago 1955, I met Bill Gardner, 
of Australian Model Craft in Albury, 
for the first time. No individual or 


-firm could have been more helpful finan- 


cially and otherwise to AMRA in its for- 
mation and infancy than Bill and his 
Talking of 
the Association and its teething problems, 
he made a profound remark which I have 
never forgotten - "Rick", he said, "AMRA 
can't really ever win because Australians, 
at heart, are mot joiners of things!". 
I did not agree. then - now, much older, 
and, hopefully, wiser, I wonder whether, 
just may be, he was right? 

What can be done about it? The 
answer to that loaded question is certain- 
ly complex and I'm too old to be one 
of the physicians. But I am not, how- 
ever, too old to give you and you this 
gratuitous piece of advice - the Journal 
was, and still is, the very life-blood 
of the AMRA,. If it is allowed to die, 
then so will this Association as a Nation- 
al body surely wither away! Perhaps, 
after 30 years, no one would care very 


-much - I wWOULD!! 


Rick Richardson 
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CLASSIFIED ADS! 


WANTED 


Hornby trains by 'MECCANO', partic- 
ularly O gauge bogie LMS coaches and 
Dublo LNER articulated teaks, to be run 
on my veteran train layouts at future 
exhibitions. Good, safe homes found 
for other items with runner members of 
the HRCAA. 

Frank Sheeran 

5 Hume Court 


ASHWOOD Vic 3147 


Telephone 03 277 0827 
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FOR HOn33 MODELLERS 


PMH, modern type, freight bogies - 
choice of plain or spoked wheels. 

$2.20 per pair, plus postage. 

Bogie Sales Officer 

Queensland Branch AMRA 

16 Parnell Street 

OMISTON Qid 4163 


SOBRE HHH EEE GHE THE GHEE EBEGEE 


DID YOU KNOW — 


That the old red, black and green 
conductors inside the three-core cable 
used for all sorts of things have been 
largely superseded by brown, blue and 
green conductors? 

The brown 
‘active', instead of red, 
tral', and, of course, the green remains 
for the earth connection, which should 
ALWAYS be connected. 

Speaking of connections, particularly 
if you make up your own extension cords, 
make sure the ‘juice’ comes out the way 
it went in - it is surprising how many 
cord connectors finish up with the con- 
ductor ‘active’ pin 
of the plug connected to what should 
be the ‘neutral’ socket on the cord con- 


conductor is now the 
blue is ‘neu- 


connected to the 


nector! 
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This doesn't matter so much, although 
it is wrong if whatever the cord is con- 
nected to has a double-pole switch - that 
breaks both connections - but it ODQES 
matter if only a single pole switch is 
fitted, because the ‘active’ or ‘hot’ 
wire is NOT broken. 

If you don't know which is the 
lactive' or ‘hot’ connection on your 
wall outlet, take a test lamp, plug one 
prong into the earth socket (you all 
know THAT one!) and the other prongs 
in turn, into the other sockets; the 
one that lights your lamp is the "ac- 
tive! - if neither lights your lamp, 
the outlet isn't ‘earthed’ and it should 
be! Incidentally, the ‘active’ socket 
on the average commercial outlet is us- 
ually the one nearest the switch. 

Now go and test out those extension 
cords and see how many are wrong. 
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That 
available on the Victorian market? For 
the uninitiated, an archimedian Griis 
consists of a body with a spiral thread, 
similar 


3 small archimedian drill is 


to the auto drive screwdriver, 
a rotating cap and, in this case, a tiny 
four-jaw chuck like a pin vice. A bobbin 
is moved up and down the body to rotate 
the drill. 

Ideal for drilling tiny holes (for 
grab irons, etc), particularly in plastic, 
as infinite control can be exercised 
over speed and pressure, is easier to 
use than a drill in a pin vice and helps 
prevent breakage of tiny drills. 

Designated as a 'K.8 Hand Dili sy ic 
is available at a cost of $7.07 from 
Radio Parts Sales (Aust) Pty Ltd, at 
the following addresses: 

562 Spencer Street 

WEST MELBOURNE 3000 

Telephone 03 329 7883 


OR 
1103 Dandenong Road 
EAST MALVERN 3145 
Telephone 03 211 8122 
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632 BOURKE STREET, MELBOURNE, 3000 
TELEPHONE: 03-67 2480 


MAGAZINES BOOKS SLIDES POST CARDS 
PHOTOGRAPHS RECORDS 


SECOND- HAND MODEL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT 
PECO TRACK, POINTS AND ACCESSORIES 


| GROUND FLOOR 
: _ 130 FLINDERS ST MELB 

_ NEW PHONE NUMBER 

| 63 4899 


We wouid like you to come and | 
visit our combined book and —s Men~ Thurs 9.00 — 5.36 
hobby shop, for ail your model Fei 9.00-7.30 
railway needs in our bright new Sat 9.00- 12.00 
premises. 
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